WHITE SPRING RANCH

MUSEUM

Newsletter #10

December 2005

(This text version does not include some great photos

Which were sent out with the regular (land) mail newsletters.

To be on the regular mail mailing list, send your street address to Diana_conroy@hotmail.com)

************************************************************************************************

   “Genesee, Idaho Jan.23, 1914

                          Dear Son Henry

This morning the 23rd it is snowing 

and has snowed all last night, 

and it is a most beutyfull scene to look out

 and see the snow on the trees,

 its about the nicest I ever saw. 

that is something you cant see now

                     Papa John Lorang”

************************************************************

    “Genesee, January 20, 1915

                                                               Dear  Son Henry!

                                                         “...Today the sun is shining and the trees are full of frost

                                               and the wash also for we did not take it down...

                                                  Mama”  Mary (Gesellchen) Lorang
*************************************************************

“Feb. 9, 1917”

“Party at Lorang farm-with Bertha & Martha Lorang overseeing.

           Those attending:” (Followed by list of 99 people)

(including Helen, Genevieve, Charlie Gesellchen...Marguerite, Joe Tobin....Amalia Whalen)

“I remember, We opened up the whole house for dancing-rooms, parlor, hall, kitchen, wash room—believe bedrooms were used to store clothes.”—Martha Lorang

“George Johann called and said he could not or would not play for the dance.  Heard thru some gossip that (thru Veronica Hasfurther) that George was offended because his girl (Mary Warnecke) was not invited on purpose. So, Bertha called her thru the Uniontown phone and asked her to come. We then got John Brommeling Jr. to play instead of George. 

Guests began arriving at 8 P.M. until 11 P.M. Started dancing at 9 P.M. Everyone busy and having a grand old time. At 12 P.M. we got ready for supper. We had nut shells (empty) besides a number inside with another set containing corresponding numbers. The shells for the boys were tied with green ribbon and the girls with pink ribbon. We passed these among the guests. There were odd numbers for boys as there were not enough girls—so whoever got odd numbers had to help in the kitchen and serving. It worked out just fine. Those who had to help in the kitchen were: Mr. Feathers, Mike Greif, Bill Druffel, Clarence & Gill Flomer, Barthol Weber, Joe Broemmeling, Theodore, Johann, Frank Montague & Charlie Whalen.

Party broke up at 3 A.M. and everyone had a grand time. Papa spoiled it by having a collection taken up for the musicians, but we made Mike Greif give back the money he got for same and are paying them out of our own pockets. Johnie Broemmeling $3.00, Adeline and Bennie Johann $7.00, Josie Broemmeling thanks. We got to bed a 4 A.M. slept until 9 A.M. 

Feb 10:  Mike Greif took me (Bertha) to dancing lessons in eve. Mr. Feathers used me as model in giving his lessons. Very good. Got home at 12 midnite.”—Bertha Lorang

(The Farm Home and two Cabins, now listed on the National Registry of Historical Places, are listed as both an Agricultural and early Entertainment site, because of the many festivities held at the Farm)

Here’s a great corresponding story from “Salmon River Saga” by Kenneth B. Platt

(Kenneth’s father, John Platt, is the author of “Old Genesee and Echoes of the Salmon River”)

“Another form of live music was what we got at the house dances. A dance meant Dan Critchfield and his fiddle, any other musical instrument available, and a square dance caller.....Waltzes, one steps and two-steps were the “in” shuffles of that period, until the turkey trot came along .......Then there was the phonograph. It was an Edison of about 1910 vintage that played cylinder records. Each record started off with an announcement that went: ‘E-D-I-S-O-N R-E-C-O-R-D. Number 1457” or whatever the serial # was, and then the title. By the time it got that far the machine with the hand crank on the side was good for two, but not three records. It was better to crank up after each record so as not to forget..........The music could be heard all through the house if there was not too much competition, being amplified by a great horn some two feet long and 18 inches across...”

********************************

Updates:

Just received: a grant from 

Idaho Heritage Trust

PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=idaho.jpg (3992 bytes)"This project is made possible by a grant from the Idaho Heritage Trust, an endowment for the preservation of the historic buildings, sites and artifacts.

                             For replacing the Curio cabin roof

For repairing Curio cabin windows

For brick supplies for chimney tops

For paint supplies for the Farm home

We’ll also raise the new found

Original White Spring Ranch sign 

                                                      Up on blocks for further restoration

Come see the new Farm home roof and braced porch roof

*************************************

Just received: a grant from

Idaho Humanities Council

This program is supported in part by a grant from the Idaho Humanities Council, a State-based Program of the National Endowment for the Humanities
For a TV/DVD for presentation of photos, For sheet protectors, For Acid-free photo albums,

 For Archival frames, For this Newsletter

Recent Website updates

 New: list of “Future Hopes, and work completed so far”

New:  “Questionnaire”

See: “Collections Catalog”: with updated 

“Old Genesee” and ‘European Trip” photos lists

Also: just received! Grant from

Latah County Community Foundation

For a CD/DVD writer, a digital camera and photo paper

See: www.whitespringranch.com
thanks to Brian Conroy

(send any e-mail updates to diana_conroy@hotmail.com for monthly e-mail newsletters)

***********************

Our missing sign

We have a photo of the missing board, created by John 

to mark one of the outlets of the approx. ¾ mile aqueduct dug by himself, 

with no engineering experience. 

The sites, now listed on the National Registry of Historical Places,

are secured with alarms

But this disappeared sometime in the Spring of 2004, from the wall of the Log cabin

Someday we do hope to find it again


Swedish Quick Rolls

2 c flour                       

2 tb lard

4 tsp. baking powder 

  ¾ c milk

Mix same as for biscuits. Roll thinly then spread with 

melted butter, dates, sugar,

and cinnamon. Raisins can be used. Roll, cut, join ends to make a ring. 

Place in greased pan, and cut with scissors lightly. 

Bake in hot oven until done. 

Merry Christmas 

and Happy Holiday season, Everyone!

*****

White Spring Ranch Museum

C/O Diane Conroy

8046 17th Ave. N.E.

Seattle, WA  98115-4420

All donations are tax-deductible and will be put to very good use with matching grants 

(Please make donations to “Lorang Farm Restoration” until we change acct. name to “White Spring Ranch”)

Fold over here and return……..Thank you!   ………………………………………………………………….

White Spring Ranch Museum

C/0 Janet Lorang

1004 Lorang Road

Genesee, Idaho

                     83832

Can you help?


Join us for a great Work Party


Last week-weekend in April


Ending April 28, 29, 30








From Bertha’s recipe book, 


Thanks to Dale Lorang











