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The People 

Spring Work Party Report 
April 28, 29, 30 2006 
***************************************************************************** 

Thanks to Henry (Hank) Lorang the Curio Museum Cabin roof
is now secure. 
Henry brought roofing shingles that match the Farm home. 

**************************

****From older photos, just found, we know the Museum Cabin had an original shake roof, the same type as the Farm home. 

****Matt Bonnema, Henry Lorang's assistant, spent many hours on the roof as well. 

****Todd Davido and Ben (friend of Chase Lorang and Jordan Osborne) also helped out with the roof. 

****The Museum Cabin (as we have been told it was always called) now has a good roof.........more photos on the website at www.whitespringranch.com
****Henry Lorang's making plans for restoring the cabin's shake siding and supplies for the windows will be used this year. 
****Brad Lorang has stained and painted and restored the original White Spring Ranch sign, found under the Museum Cabin. This sign, built by John Lorang of very sturdy wood and lettering, has been saved. From the photos coming soon you'll see.....John wasn't just satisfied (as usual) with building a sign that was straight across, he had to add an artistic curve to it and create a curved border as well. 

****Very good food was enjoyed on breaks thanks to Helen and Janet Lorang and Pat Armstrong. Barbecued pork, spaghetti, potato salad, burritos..........good stuff. And really fun to enjoy with the cousins next to an old wood stove. (and beautiful brick wall, with herringbone design, built earlier by Darryl Sargent) in Janet's house. 

****We've decided to add a page to www.whitespringranch.com
                (coming up)
       For all those who have helped with the restoration work, we want to acknowledge you with website links, art samples, work samples and any info you would like to say about what you do, about all the talents everyone has. It’s truly amazing and should definitely be noted.
All those at the Work Party got to see all the artistic photos and had access to letters archived at the Ranch.
****And it was great fun to do some guessing about old wooden tools and to pass around the wooden toy that was made with wheels on all sides........so that it would roll no matter which way a child had turned it). 
****Randy and Dave Hoffman moved very quickly about the Farm home, finding really important projects and setting to work right away. It was amazing to watch. First the 1890 Kitchen cupola was restored and placed back in it original position.

.....moving around the home, they helped with the foam removal, removed some flashing to prepare for painting, replaced a rotten board, rebuilt the 1890 Washroom door overhang (beautifully), restored the top of the 1884 bay window.............and straightened the 1890 Kitchen wall that was pushed in with the runaway truck (we're going to get this story from Janet on tape) .........in the process they replaced the inner broken wall braces and when Janet asked me to go get the insulation donated by Mertes cousin Dave Thompson.......I took a quick look at what they were doing.....they already had the insulation in, the braces set, and were replacing the old boards for a straight wall, where you can't tell anything was done, except that now it's straight. 

Very wonderful........the Restoration in rolling on!

****Henry Lorang followed and restored the roofing on the Kitchen cupola to match the rest of the Farm home roof that he spent days (and days) on last year (besides getting the donated shingles).
......roofed the 1890 Kitchen door overhang, and the 1884 Porch roof. Then kept going, (besides finishing the Museum cabin roof)....the c.1876 Log Cabin now has a metal protective cap over the peak (put on by Henry on a very windy day)......he discussed plans for restoring the shakes on the Museum cabin and the shakes on the Log Cabin roof. (a good amount of aged cedar shakes are already available and can be sprayed with fire retardant, according to Henry) then........... 
                                                    Offered to be available again on Sept.29, 30 and Oct.1st
                                For priming and painting the bare wood
                              of the 1884-1890-1904 Farm home 

during a Work Party
the last weekend in Sept.
We definitely need you! 
***********************************************

We had a great time with the music from Randy Hoffman's mandolin and homemade washtub bass (which makes a surprisingly interesting sound, that really sounds like a bass. (to me) 
and then there was also the Friday night bonfire and roasted marshmellows and stories under that magnificent starry sky. 
Linda Hoffman, Debbie Lorang especially 

.... and Debbie's sons Chase, Jordan and their friend Ben helped remove the foam 

that Dan Lorang had sprayed to protect the 1890 Kitchen and Washroom wood. (It worked Dan) Linda spent two days chipping away at the foam by hand. Debbie did quite a lot and also helped clear out the very dusty c.1876 Log Cabin. Debbie got to attack the part of the foam that Dan had sprayed to fill in the pushed in wall. It was at least 6in. thick (or so)at this spot.....great photos of this and Linda's removal of the very last section of foam. (which we all celebrated)
When we brought out the great Agricultural photos, Clark Armstrong shared some first hand experiences of being a very young boy in the early days of farming....and holding the reins of (is this correct Clark?) 32 horses for a moment. Sharon Duerst donated very important WWI photo copies of Henry Lorang and the troops to our WWI collection.

Patrick Lorang helping with Genesee Community Days Open House in June…..we had 40 people stop by to reminisce, and step back in time for the day. 

         It was wonderful. 

Thanks....again.....everyone...for all your support!

See the work of the first Work Party that helped with replacing the Farm home roof in 2005 at www.whitespringranch.com
 under “photos” and “Roof replacement”
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For Painting the Farm home

For repairing Curio cabin windows

Come see the Farm home roof, Curio cabin roof, braced porch roof, other restorations

 and the White Spring Sign!

*************************************

See: www.whitespringranch.com
thanks to Brian Conroy

(send any e-mail updates to diana_conroy@hotmail.com for monthly e-mail newsletters)

And……………..

The Rest of the Story……………….

And People

Angela Herman Lorang (John's mother):

 “Would the lovely God give so that it won't be forgotten by anybody and unnoticed to the end of life?........” 

John Lorang: 

“We went through the Capital Building, clear to the top, and then visited Senator W.E. Borah and he gave us a complementary letter for protection on our trip abroad......” 

“At 8 o'clock am we started for Rome, and arrived there at 1:30 am. ...........” 

“On this day, this book was presented to me by Isaac Stephenson, for whom I use to work 39 years ago in a lumbering camp on twin-kreek, Wis. ......” 

"This chair was made by myself in Feb. 1914....." "This chair is made by myself...it is constructed of four different kinds of wood......" "Then I made one arm-chair out of one apple-tree for my self and it just fits me. Ther ar both better then I expect theam to be......."

“This high-chair I made last winther for Ida Marie Lorang. It is constructed of four different kinds of wood grown by my self, and these little blocks inlayed in the back of the chair, they ar relics. The first one to the left is a peace of oak-wood from the log house that I was raised in The next is a peace of oakwood from the house-door of the house that my mother was born and raised in, in germany The middle one is a black of olive-wood from Jerusalem. The next one is a block of oak-wood from the ruins off the house that grandma gesellchen was born in, and the last one is a peace of oak wood from the first wagon I ever owned........” 

“Dear Son Henry, Yesterday we have received the good news that the war is over with......” 

Mary Lorang: 

“Today we made 389 miles....We average 18 miles an hour......” 

“Dear Son Henry! We received a card from you and.....Henry yesterday we had a big holiday in the fornoon we received the news hear in town that the war was over and the Germans surrendert and laid down arms, but Oh joy I tell you we did not laugh but some of us cryed for joy and I was one of them!......” 

“Dearest Children and all! 

Today I will write a few lines to you that maybe you don't know, and after I am dead and gone, you can't ask me anymore or anyone else......My mother's name was Gertrude Mertes...She came across the Ocean when she was 14 years old......” 

“Dear children....I wrote this I was afraid you would forget.......” 

Henry Lorang (child of John and Mary): 

“That would take one back to the 1917-18 era when all of Western Europe was.......... 

......being advised not to take anything along to camp with us.......” 

“I was in Northern France when the Armistice was declared.....” 

“These are specimens of the hardened paint (dope) that I used to paint the wing & fuselage of English planes with during World War I.........”” 

“This pair of off-set shears.....I used them in England in 1918 when I was a sailmaker......” 

“The tack-hammer also is...we used those to tack the fabric on wings and fuselage & in upholstering the pilot seats...” 

Martha Lorang (child of John and Mary): 

“Mother said that in Genesee Proper, 'There were tents all over the place and all was blooming.....it was thought Genesee was going to be a big city. ...' 

“We had only mud roads-the Ford would go about 25-miles per hour-and in the spring and fall when we drove it, the wheels would get into the ruts and you couldn't get out of them if you wanted to. Dad was a very poor driver and had many close calls with the Ford.....Charles was with him and Charles said, “Dad, look at the Eagle's nest!” Dad looked when he shouldn't have and started off the grade. Luckily, with much difficulty. they were able to finally get it jacked up and on the road again. Dad was an outdoor lover and of birds and animals...” 

“One of the springs was piped to the house and barn about 1910. Dad had never had any engineering experience, but it worked......” 

“Dad was always at some Farm Bureau meeting or another to promote this or that and once was asked to run for Representative of Idaho. He put out cards but would not solicit, so of course he wasn't elected. Governor Alexander thought a lot of Dad and for what he did and stood for......Gov. Alexander appointed him to represent Idaho in a World meeting of Farmers....He had to stand up and give a talk, and he said, at first, his knees shook, but that he got the courage and did very well...” 

“For washing facilities, Dad invented a wash machine that we used for years.....” 

“...the new house with the four bedrooms......I remember having a ride in the house when it was moved on rollers. I remember how much fun I thought it was.....” 

“The buggy had a top on it and a one-cushion seat that carried three by squeezing in together....” 

“We had many large gatherings at our house....one year, the Fourth-of-July was held at our farm. We had foot races, sack races, and a Merry-Go-Round, which was 

made to go around with horses—going round and round....” 

“Later dad put in electric lights by buying his own electrical system.....Dad had to run an engine frequently to generate electricity. It was a good light but a lot of work and worry for dad.......” (1924) 

“Mother gave me all this information one day when she was sick & confined to her room upstairs......' 

“Angela Herman & Bernard Lorang were married in Dreis, Germany..........They had 9 children, .. 

one died on the ocean coming to America in 1854....” 

Charles Lorang (child of John and Mary): 

“Barney Timmel worked as a hired hand on my Father farm in Genesee when I was a very small boy, but I remember him. I especially remember him when gave me the lines of a four horse team.....” 

“The above picture of the Dining-room of the farm home in Genesee was taken in about 1911 or 1912. Note the hanging Kerosene lamp which hung by a chain and could be raised of lowered as needed....” 

“Because my High School years coincided with World War One, I was not able to attend school the full four years because I was needed on the farm......” 

“Letter of Instruction to Charles covering work to be done in absence of his Father, John Lorang—Sept. 7th, 1918. Charles became 16 two days later......” 

"This was his Blue Heron and he was very proud of this specimen...." 

“I made a few errors myself when I typed this, but I tried my best to spell everything and punctuate just as Amalia did.....” 

“In going through an old album which my Father put together some sixty years ago, I came across two pictures and I made copies of both of them.....one was of a log cabin......he described it as follows: 'This is the old Pioneer house of the Parents Lorang in Johnsburg, Fond du Lac, Wisconsin....” 

Barney Lorang (child of John and Mary): 

“Lorang-Gesellchen Family Tree, 1804-1962, inclusive...” 

“Peter Gesellchen and Gertrude Mertes...three of their children died of lead poison in the flour .......” 

“Mary Gesellchen and John Lorang married, 11:00 a.m. February 19, 1884. Shortly after migrated to.......Wash., then up the steep Lewiston hill by lumber wagon, arrived destination about April 1, 1884......” 

Bertha Lorang (child of John and Mary): 

“Mama's yellow Cake: 1 ¾ cup sugar, ½ cup butter-creamed, 5 yolks at least beat very light. add about 1 2/3 cup milk, 4 cups flour, 3 teaspoon full baking powder. Bake in moderate hot oven...” 

Charlotte Lorang: 

“My husband Peter (child of John and Mary)was a specialist in the examining field for Uncle Sam which took him all over the country as trouble shooter. His job was closing of banks found insolvent or about to close. If they could be saved we spent weeks in places where he had to do a job of rehabilitation.....” 

Bob Lorang(child of Henry and Marguerite) : 

“22 May 44, Hi Dad, Things are still going well—I'm learning to fly and that's what I want.....” 

Albert Lorang (child of Henry and Marguerite): 

“Old upstairs: 13' x 21, Bay window: 5'3”x 3'8, Kitchen.........Cellar............” 

Lois Lorang Berreman (child of Henry and Marguerite): 

“I remembered that canteen was from WWI, my Dad brought it home when the war was over, .....in that box was some raw, a gas mask and I believe there was also a mess kit.... 

Dale Lorang (child of Charles and Inez Leone Lorang): 

“John Lorang was supposed to ride his new car in a parade in town. However, he had just recently driven off the road and had a huge dent in the front. So he got a big bouquet of flowers and placed it over the dent so no one would know.......” 

Bea Lorang Jacobs (child of Barney and Blanche Lorang): 

“In those days the highway went right in front of the house and across the way was the water trough and the cows. John would shoot the milk right into my mouth. The milk was so warm and fuzzy....” 

“The big ostrich egg and the little hummingbird egg were right next to each other in the Curio house....” 

“I was 6 years old...we'd go pick up squirrels on the road with a stick, for the coyotes, throw them in the back of the pickup, then we'd have a lunch and eat lunch on the running board....I don't remember Grandpa as being rough. All he had to do was look at you.....” 

Kathleen Lorang Conroy (child of Barney and Blanche Lorang): 

“I remember Grandma (Mary Lorang) as being a nice motherly kind of person....she had a heavy, tall, big crock that had milky liquid and that's where you kept the eggs.” 

“There was a pass through from the kitchen to the dining room. I was only 4 years old...” 

“The men would go out early in the morning and come back for breakfast at 9:00...they were so tired, they would sit down on the ground, in the field and lean against the hay and fall asleep.....” 

Bernice Lorang Bartel (child of Barney and Blanche Lorang): 

“They took the kids to dances then.....

“Mary was always so pleasant, John was very loving, very dignified, kind to everybody..... ...... they were tired all the time....the children always played tricks on each other……..”

Don Kennedy (child of Bertha Lorang and Ray Kennedy): 

“some of the Gesellchen children died of lead poisoning because the man who ground the wheat put lead in the large stone he ground the wheat in. Guess the bowl hollowed out over time and he had to bring it up to it's proper height. The story goes that Gertrude (Mary's mother) was ill and was served bread in bed made from flour. An angel appeared and told her not to eat the bread. She disposed of it and did not eat the bread. She therefore got well....”

Mae Lorang Jones: "My son, Tom (Lorang Jones)....he get his writing talent from his grandfather Henry..." " Oh, these creamers are from the restaurant in ..........' 

Karen Jacobs Lauby: "My great-aunt Martha (Lorang Johnson), in March of 1985 .......wrote down things she could remember of her childhood years......I offered my services as a typist...." 

Sharon Duerst: "I do have some negatives of Henry's of his group from the service.......and the one of him in the airplane...also, I have his servicemen's bible from 1917....." 

Andrea (Bock) Weston: "I had always heard Bernard (John Lorang's father) was a twin and that one of them was expected to become a priest (as was common in those days)--1813 France-- but that Bernard (Lorang) either had a falling out with his family or ran off so it wouldn't be him....." 

Tim Lorang: "Here are the records from the last reunion......" 

Loretta Wolfe: (granddaughter of Sebastian and Mary Dahm): "Mary and Sebastian Dahm and John and Mary Lorang and 7 others came as part of a group to Uniontown to become part of a Catholic community......' "John bought a team of horses & wagon, cut trees and made rails and sold them to support the family.....driving to and from Moscow, he camped at the White Spring....." "The first transcontinental train came through in 1883. Anyone who came west before that hed to come by prairie schooner...." 

Kurt Zenner: (Architectural student, U of I, 1986) "A History of John Lorang, An Architectural Classification the John Lorang House, Genesee Idaho, compiled and written by Kurtis T. Zenner, May 14, 1986"

"The windows are one over one double hung sashes...........in the gabled two storied east.....providing a deep window seat for the parlor..........gable is decorated with fish-scale an diamond-cut shingle-work in alternating rows..........decorative shingles to match the parlor window............supporting a second story balcony, Queen Anne type turned porch supports with decorative turned scrollwork........" 

Robert Lopez: "On May 15, 1946. an Army Air Corp A-26 aircraft......The plane, although new, had experienced fuel management problems at the hands of it's two crewmen......" 

Matt Ruth: "White Spring Ranch...The Cabin, Matthew W. Ruth, April 29, 2004, Dr. Ramsey's History 290, The University of Idaho"

"Second, the physical attributes of the original White Spring Cabin are very rare in Northern Idaho. ....14% were constructed with hewn logs, 2% with dove-tailed notching,0% with shallow pitch......These are some of the attributes of the White Spring Ranch Cabin as it stands today....." 

Suzanne Julin (historian, writer): "National Register of Historic Places, Section 8....." "White Spring Ranch, with it's expanded farm home, landscaping, grove and buildings devoted to it's owner's hobbies, illustrates the progression from a newly established farm to a prosperous agricultural property. In doing so, the property illuminates agricultural history in Latah County, the Palouse country of Idaho and Washington, and the American West. The property also signifies the development of entertainment and recreational opportunities that the area's successful agricultural economy afforded its residents…..decorated gables, the box bay and a bay window, a prominent front porch with turned porch supports, and a second story gabled porch roof provided unifying elements that presented the elaborate Easter facade and the less decorated southern facade to the public as a unified whole......"

 "On July 5, 1914, the Lorangs entertained fifty friends and neighbors at a noon dinner, followed by an afternoon on the lawn. The local paper reported that "the beautiful yard was converted into a large sitting room....the guests were entertained, gathering around the fine fountain under the trees where the air is cool on the warmest day......" 

Dan Lorang: 

"The old part was here in 1884 when he first saw the farm....." 

"in 1904 when he added onto the rest of the house he had the whole house wired for electricity. He put in a power plant in the woodshed. There were 24 glass cases wet cell battery. They stood about two feet high..." 

"Curio shop: 20'x20'x16', with a cast iron fireplace. It also had a skylight..." 

"Log Cabin: 15'x18'x11', these were split by hand & hewed with a broad ax and put together with wooden pegs....." 

"The steam engine was fifty feet from the thrashing machine....." 

"there were about 20 head of cattle, 5-6 milk cows, 25 horses or more, they were mostly Percheon...." 

"Dad (Henry Lorang) was still farming with horses. We still used coal oil lamps the Christmas of 1934....." 

"There were three grades in one room, taught by one little old......" 

"my 1928 Pontiac four door sedan, it had wooden wheels, but rubber tires......it would 65 miles and hour if you had long flat smooth road about 1/2 mile would do it....." 

Janet Lorang (widow of Dan Lorang): 

"Gary, my brother-in-law said, 'write about your life with Dan'........" 

"I also was introduced to the wood stove......." 

"We would spend the summers at the Ranch and move back to Lewiston in November. Life on the Ranch was different. we cooked on the wood stove and used a hot plate, and I cooked many dinners....Dan's brother Jim taught me how to can...." 

"In his spare time Dan planted trees......" 

"Dan spent many days gathering signatures in Moscow and Genesee to get the left turn bay on Highway 95 and Borgen Road........" 

"Dan volunteered for Habitat for Humanity....the last several years he has been a Hospice volunteer for Tri-State......" 

"Dan planted more trees and even planted trees from the Ranch to top of the Lewiston hill......" 

White Spring Ranch Museum

C/O Diane Conroy

8046 17th Ave. N.E.

Seattle, WA  98115-4420

All donations are tax-deductible and will be put to very good use with matching grants 

(Please make donations to “Lorang Farm Restoration” until we change acct. name to “White Spring Ranch”)

Fold over here and return……..Thank you!   ………………………………………………………………….

White Spring Ranch Museum

C/0 Janet Lorang

1004 Lorang Road

Genesee, Idaho

                     83832

In Memory of

Henry Lorang

(Jan.26, 1888--Feb.7, 1968)

Rita Lorang Weston

(Nov.24, 1937—Dec.12 2005)

Whether you want to paint high on ladders


or low on the ground (that's me)


**


Please bring a wire brush and brushes


for Painting the Farm home


****


and protecting it from the upcoming Winter


We really need your help


& all those brushing brushes





Can you help?


Join us for a great Work Party


Last week-weekend in September





Ending September 


29,30 and Oct. 1











