White Spring Ranch

Lorang Palouse Pioneer Museum

Newsletter #8

This National Historical Home is now protected!

· The Security and Fire Protection System is in. 

· The Survey was completed and the Historical site (approx. 1 ¾ acres) turned over to the Non-profit Association of “Lorang Farm Restoration”. Officers are John Lorang, Patrick Lorang, Diane Conroy, Roch Lorang and Hank Lorang. 

· “Lorang Farm Restoration” has official Tax-exempt status, retro-active to Oct., 2003.

Please think of us at Christmas

And put us on your list

It’s Tax-Deductible!

Every bit goes a long way to the preservation of this incredible site

and will help with the new roof (see below!)

Donations accepted at any branch of Wells Fargo bank

For Lorang Farm Restoration

Or return with this newsletter at address below

· Janet has been working on restoring the furnace of the historical home, and putting in a phone line for the security system, and restoring the chimney of that wonderful kitchen stove, to bring warmth and light back in again. (Maybe we can have a cooking class on the old kitchen stove!)

· Dale Lorang has restored the cylinder phonograph player to very beautiful condition, with his expert knowledge of music boxes and players. Bringing music back to our historical home! And yes we have the cylinders too! (We’ll research this before we try to play them.)

· Dr. William Ramsey’s Historical Methods, U of Idaho students have been working hard, preserving almost 1000 documents so far. 

· Idaho Heritage Trust has awarded a restoration grant for a new roof!

With donations from Pabco Premier Roofing Supply, Washington Cedar & Supply,

With the donation of labor by Hank Lorang, of Sterling Roofing

With the help of your labor at our work party at the end of April, 2005
This historical home will have a new roof in the Spring!

Warmth, Light, Security, Music and a New Roof!

Preservation of documents, artifacts

And Tax-Exempt Status !

Update: on Prof. Ron Mahoney’s (U of Idaho Forestry, director of Big Trees Idaho program) assessment of our rare trees. The Austrian Pine is tall! 23 feet taller than the largest of these on the Idaho Big Tree list. But …..smaller in diameter, so we didn’t qualify for the list, which takes both the height and diameter into account. It is still the tallest though.…a fun fact to know about. The Black Locusts near the barn are some of the biggest he had seen in Idaho, just not the very biggest. Thanks to Professor Mahoney for all his work and research at the Ranch site. 

And one more: U of Idaho Landscape Architect Dept. is interested and their Spring classes will be designing a Landscape project for the Historical site. As we restore the home over time, these will be used. Any gardeners out there who would like to help out in the future?

Photos: We have an enormous project to gather all of the historical photos on the site. Many of you have asked for copies. We are trying to, as soon as possible, create CD’s photo collections available for a small fee, in hopes that this will help fund the Restoration. Grants are being applied for to cover the cost of this project. Stay tuned, we’ll have those available as soon as possible. It’ll be worth the wait! And shouldn’t be too long. 

Thank you! For all your e-mails and addresses that were given at our July celebration. So many that we have yet to catch up! Please pass this newsletter on, if someone didn’t get it. All addresses will be added, by the next newsletter. Some of the changes for the Family Tree have been added, more to fix yet. But keep sending us that info too!

That list of those who helped in our early stages is being created. This will be on view for all time! at the Ranch Museum. 

Some of the Lorang, Gesellchen, Mertes family could use your prayers, for those who are sick during this Holiday season or in the service. My Mom Kathleen Lorang Conroy just lost her husband Bob to Alzheimer’s in Oct…and others have some burdens this season…We’re thinking of you everyone.

On a lighter note:

****************************************************************************************************

(Poems donated from the collection of Sharon Duerst):  From Henry Lorang

To Dad

Dreams of the Yesteryear
Oft when I slip away into day dreaming, I come up with thoughts of dear old Dad

Days ever with enchantment beaming, of the gladdest times I ever had. 

A vivid picture I could paint of the scene, when we tumbled about on the floors

No more pleasure could I ever ween, than to be carried about on all fours.

Or to be tossed as on a flying trapeze, ‘Twas the heyday of the most sublime

To go gallop on untiring knees, or being tucked-in at sweet bed-time

So everybody –one glorious salute, to the best old pal you ever had

And with a mental “Thank you” to boot, Doff your hat to that grand old man—your Dad. 

                      June 13—1967                                                                          H. M. Lorang

To My Darling Mother

Tonight I’m dreaming of days so long agone, Dreaming of that wonderful ‘mater mil’,

The matron who resignedly gave me birth, who mothered me in our lovely modest home,

And nurtured my frail little body to grow, keeping it free from sickness, hunger and thirst,

‘Till it waxed strong enough to go it alone, toddling hither and thither all day long. 

Often I recall her “true” bed-time stories, when preparing my Dentons to dress me in

And anticipate her warmly patting me, while resting on her ever untiring knees.

For ‘twas nothing short of heavenly bliss, anointing with baby-oil my tender skin,

Then tuck me tenderly in my trundle-bed, to end the day with a loving nitey-nite kiss.

And when the daytime playtime came to a halt, there were problems ever creeping up galore,

As plans were e’er made for my sojourn through school. 

There were no end of chores that now must be faced.  

Many obstacles that required a high vault. First probably the old game of two plus two are four

And learning the A,B,Cs by oft renewal, then mastering the “letters” by mom, to be traced. 

But come the duties of daily reporting, added responsibility must be met, 

To greet the never ending challenging times, And mother was ever willing to grant advice

No matter what problems one may be facing, Since she’d been a member of the younger set

Weathering the onslaught of difficult times, always stood by you, through every sacrfice.

God Bless and keep her soul forever. 

                                                           Henry M. Lorang   September 14, 1967

A Vision of the First Christmas

Let’s venture out this Christmas night, Lift up your hearts toward heaven—and then,

As we proceed ‘neath crisp starlight, assemble by the crib of Bethlehem.

Mid domestic beasts sheltered there, in a crude unholy stable, we see

 Joseph shielding, with loving care, Christ Child’s Virgin Mother on bended knee.

The shepherds, too, tending their flocks, alerted by a sign conveyed to them,

Made their way from hills strewn with rocks, to adore the Holy Babe, King of Kings.

The Magi’s star-sign in the East, was an omen to inspire all men,

That on this day, in glorious peace, God sent His Son to man’s redemption.

The Three Kings braved the trekless waste, to bring their gifts to PUER JESU—

So let us proceed to the crib in haste, in contrite heart, our pledge of love renew.

In song we’ll raise our voice in praise, rejoicing—with choirs of angels sing

‘Gloria in Exelsis Deo’, Hosanna in highest to our new-born King. 

Henry M. Lorang

**************************************************

MERRY CHRISTMAS

EVERYONE!
White Spring Ranch

Lorang Palouse Pioneer Museum

C/O Diane Conroy

8046 17th Ave. N.E.

Seattle, WA  98115-4420

www.whitespringranch.com

Janet Lorang:  1004 Lorang Road, Genesee, ID  83832  (208)285-1484

       whitespring@moscow.com 

other contacts:

Diane Conroy:   8046 17th  Ave. NE, Seattle, WA  98115  (206)522-3658

       Diana_conroy@hotmail.com  (there’s one “underline” between the my first and last names)

John Lorang:    512 224th Pl. SE, Bothell, WA   98021    (425)402-8698

        johnlorang@verizon.net     Fax: 1-866-289-3889

Erica Mitchell   15195 172nd Ave. SE, Monroe, WA  98272 (360)794-9113

        ericalm@yahoo.com
Patrick Lorang P.O. Box 63, Endicott, WA 99125  (509) 657-3861 

Keep sending your stories to Patrick for his book on Ranch Recollections!

Fold over here and return……..Thank  you!   ………………………………………………………………….

White Spring Ranch 

Lorang Palouse Pioneer Museum

Restoration project

C/0  Janet Lorang

1004 Lorang Road

Genesee, Idaho

                     83832

